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CONSERVATIVES keeping our community

Almost England’s lowest district council tax – thanks to CONSERVATIVES

FUNTLEY residents were asked for 
their input into plans to upgrade 
the village recreation ground.
North Ward Councillors Pam Bryant 

and Louise Clubley have been work-
ing with Council officers to provide 
the facilities that local people want.
A public consultation took place last 

month in St Francis Church when the 
officers and councillors listened to 
residents’ ideas.

Pam Bryant said: “A short question-
naire completed by residents is now 
being processed so that the most 
popular requests for new pieces of 
equipment can be considered from 
the budget of £60.000 set aside for 
the project.”
As the recreation ground is the 

nearest play area for residents of 
North West Ward, Councillor Fred 
Birkett, pictured with Pam Bryant 

and Louise Clubley, also attended the 
meeting.

Residents give views on Funtley £60,000 recreation ground upgrade

Wise Tory budgeting braces 
for end of Whitehall support
IT’S BEEN a financially challenging year for councils 
across Britain and there are rough seas ahead.
In Fareham, it’s brought out the best of Conservative bud-

geting and wisest spending of your money.
Against the odds, we kept Fareham’s council tax to almost 

the lowest in England for many years with zero rises, while 
maintaining services with declining government support.
In his 2017-18 budget speech, Council Leader Seán 

Woodward said another low rate had been achieved with a 
modest £5 a year rise for Band D properties.
The average home in Fareham is band C, so Borough 

Council services will cost them just 1p extra per day.
But in 2019, all government 

revenue support will cease 
and we’ll be left on our own to 
generate sources of income, 
plus what we can get from 
business rates.
Your prudent Conservative 

Council anticipated this and 

laid plans to generate income from property investment.
He said: “Only £6.3m of our £48m annual budget comes 

from council tax, so the Borough Council relies heavily on 
income from fees, charges and commercial investments.  
“Days of living off income from cash investments are past 

with interest rates at record lows, so we began buying com-
mercial property with good solid tenants (Tesco, Sains-
bury’s, Specsavers etc) providing a much better income.
“The commercial portfolio generates a 6% return and the 

buildings remain an asset to sell if the capital is needed. 
“75% of the portfolio value is in Fareham. Recent acqui-

sitions include Halfords, PC World, Argos and Dunelm at 
Park Gate and a commercial 
building for Universal Tool and 
Production at Daedalus.  
“Millions of pounds annually 

are now being generated and 
every £60,000 is equivalent to 
around 1% off the council tax 
bill.”

WHAT BAND D PROPERTIES WILL PAY
Fareham Borough Council £150.22 (+£5)
Hampshire County Council £1,133.10 (+£53.82)
Hampshire Fire and Rescue £63.84 (+£1.24)
Hampshire Police and Crime Commissioner £165.46 (+£5)
TOTAL £1,512.62 (+£65.06)

Modest savings will come 
from moving Fareham To-
day magazine online. 
We will now be publishing 

more frequent, shorter edi-
tions on our website.  
If you’d still like a copy 

posted through your door or 
to receive email alerts you 
can sign up.

This year marks the 100th 
anniversary of flying at 
Daedalus, the former Fleet 
Air Arm HQ.
We’ve looked at its history 

and will be holding an event 
in the summer for the com-
munity to mark this historic 
milestone.
More details later.

We welcome a well-known 
hotel chain that will bring a 
long overdue hotel to the 
town centre. 
We have exciting ideas for 

making the centre a vibrant 
place and have put together 
some draft plans.
But we’d like your ideas 

on how we can improve it.

A splendid new play area 
will open in the summer at 
Holly Hill, Sarisbury.
School children are col-

lecting items to put into a 
time capsule which will be 
buried there for 25 years.
It will add to the highly 

successful £9m Leisure 
Centre.

Fareham has lots to look forward to during the year ahead



A MAJOR revamp is under way at Fareham’s 
busy library, which is temporarily closed.
The main feature of the work will see the installa-

tion of a digi lab.
It will be equipped with IT and coding tools which 

will encourage the public, particularly teenagers 
and young adults, to learn new skills and become 
more digitally aware.
The library should reopen in early April, but the 

digi lab may have to open a few weeks later so 
digital volunteers can be trained to work alongside 
digital champions.
The popular Children’s Library is being extended 

and a library café will be created, although this, 
too, will not open until a programme of develop-
ments has been set up to encourage new custom-
ers.

County Councillor Peter Latham, pictured brows-
ing before work began, said: 
“This refurbishment to an already busy library will 

hopefully encourage many more users to take ad-
vantage of the excellent facilities being updated.
 “Unfortunately, it has not been possible to have 

a temporary service during the closure, but cus-
tomers will be able to use nearby libraries.
 “However, the increasingly popular e-book and 

e-magazine service on the website is available.”
Fareham is one of the first libraries to benefit 

from new investment as outlined in our Strategy to 
2020, https://www.hants.gov.uk/library/abou-
tus/visionandstrategy published earlier last year.

Peter Latham
Posbrook Gardens
Triangle Lane
Titchfield PO14 4HD
Tel: 01329 843267
email: peter.latham@hants.gov.uk

Louise Clubley
65 Old Turnpike
Fareham PO16 7HF
Tel: 01329 280497
email: lclubley@fareham.gov.uk 
 

 BOROUGH COUNCILLORS
Fareham North

COUNTY COUNCILLORS
Fareham Town

COME AND JOIN US
If you support Conservative principles 
and would like to vote to select your 
Council and Parliamentary candidates, 
to attend social and political events 
or help us by delivering InTouch in 
your street, then why not join Fareham 
North Branch of Fareham Conservative 
Association? Please phone John or 
Pam Bryant on 01329 281427.

Chris Matthews
4 Greyfriars Road
Fareham PO15 5PD 
Tel: 01329 481053
email: chris.matthews@hants.
gov.uk

WE SERVE YOU ALL

Pam Bryant  
14 Highlands Road
Fareham PO16 7XL
Tel: 01329 281427
email: pbryant@fareham.
gov.uk

Whether you voted for us or not, your Conservative councillors promise the highest standards of service to everyone in 
the community. Contact us any time and we’ll respond personally within 48 hours.

Only a CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL can deliver the goods year after year                                      InTouch 32 InTouch                                                                                            

Cash aid for bowls club
Park Lane Bowling Club has a thriving 
membership using its club house through-
out the year. 
They are constantly fundraising, but when 

it comes to large expenses on the building 
they are grateful for help. 
Fareham Council has agreed to help, 

with County Councillor Peter Latham, who 
joined North Ward councillors and club 
members to offer of £2,000 from his County 
Devolved Budget. The club can now pre-
pare to get the work done.

InTouch newsletters
InTouch newsletters are funded by mem-
bers of the Conservative Party. There is no 
funding from the taxpayer. 
Volunteers deliver to all households in 

North Ward. If you would like to join the 
team, please contact us.

Fareham Today
In further attempts to cut costs as well as 
residents’ preference to use IT, Fareham 
Council’s quarterly magazine ‘Fareham 
Today’ will be available online in future, with 
printed copies only delivered to those who 
request them. 
Copies will also be available in the Civic 

Offices, libraries and community centres.

Traffic Regulation Orders
Fareham Council has been in charge of 
introducing TROs across the borough on 
behalf on the Highways Authority. 
However, the County Council will not in 

future be giving FBC funding towards these 
traffic regulation orders. 
All future requests for yellow lines will now 

be the undertaken directly by the County 
Council. 

NEWS ROUND

Manor will become cultural centreYellow lines stop bad parking

Fareham library ‘digi lab’ will help young 
  people to hone IT skills

WORK is taking place to transform Westbury 
Manor Museum into a ‘vibrant cultural centre’ 
with £583.000 being spent  its revamp. 
Fareham Council is contributing the major sum 

of £483,000, Hampshire Cultural Trust will give 
£100,000 with Hampshire County Council provid-
ing architectural input.
Councillor Pam Bryant, pictured viewing the gar-

den, said: “It is the first time for many years that 
this much-needed work on the historic Grade 2 listed building has happened, but 
once completed will have the potential to attract visitors from a wider area.”
The ground floor is to be transformed into a cultural space with pop-up exhibitions 

and the railings on the front courtyard removed to create a garden patio.
The upstairs will be turned into a digital exhibition charting Fareham’s history. 

Service to the community
ONE COMMUNITY works with Fareham Council offering 
a service to local voluntary and community groups giv-
ing guidance about the complexities of running a local 
group or charity. 
Councillor Louise Clubley welcomes their input and is sure 

that many more local groups would benefit from their help.
One Community can give help and advice on wide variety 

of things such as finances, policies, insurance, DBS checks 
or membership and even help with the setting up of a new 
group. For further information or to contact the service 
info@1community.org.uk.

DELIVERY of a new minibus by Fareham’s Community 
Transport took place just before Christmas. 
It means local groups will have greater access to good 

quality transport.  Fareham MP Suella Fernandes, pictured 
with County Councillor Chris Matthews,  presented the keys 
to one of the volunteer drivers.
Fareham Community Transport relies on volunteers as driv-

ers and others maintain the buses.
The County Council funds the co-ordination and promotion 

of the service. Chris Matthews said: “ HCC recognises the importance of alleviating isolation 
among older people I am pleased to be able to support community transport in Fareham.”

WELBORNE is to be given ‘garden 
village’ status, but the Council in-
sists it must have a credible devel-
opment partner to deliver it.
And North Ward councillors are hold-

ing Council Leader Seán Woodward 
to his ‘not a brick will be laid’ pledge.
Councillor Woodward told the 

Council’s Executive: “The Council is 
progressing its delivery strategy for 
Welborne.
“It has now published a Prior Infor-

mation Notice setting out its inten-
tion to appoint a delivery partner for 
Welborne
“Having undertaken some ‘soft 

market testing’, this is the next stage 
before the Council starts a formal pro-
curement process to find a delivery 
partner.
“A key requirement for that partner 

will be to show a demonstrable track 
record in delivering the place-making 
and infrastructure required to realise 
Welborne Garden Village.”
Councillors Pam Bryant and Louise 

Clubley said: “While we have strongly 
resisted the concept of Welborne in 
the past, it is clearly going to happen.
“We will continue to hold Seán 

Woodward to his personal pledge 
that ‘I have given a commitment over 
many years that we will not lay a 
single brick of Welborne until we have 
identified exactly what infrastructure is 
needed, where it’s going and most im-
portantly how it’s going to be funded’.”

Better access on new community bus

Council Leader told: 
‘We’re holding you 
to Welborne pledge’

YELLOW lines painted in Trinity 
Street and Park lane have stopped 
inconsiderate parking.
Numerous residents complained, so 

the Borough Council implemented a 
traffic regulation order.
 Councillor Louise Clubley said: “It 

is such a pity we have to take these 
actions and have yellow lines painted 
on our highways to stop cars being 
parked, regardless of safety.”
Local resident Tim Geoghagen, pictured with Louise, said he was 

pleased the TRO had been made and was particularly concerned with 
school children’s safety.
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Suella
FERNANDES  MP for Fareham

4 InTouch with Westminster

The Prime Minister has set 
out a bold plan for a global 
Britain.

It contains 
12 objectives 
including 
controlling 
our own laws, 
strengthen-
ing the Union, 
controlling im-
migration, protecting workers’ 
rights, free trade with European 
markets and new trade agree-
ments with other countries. 

After a Parliamentary vote 
and debate, Article 50 will be 
triggered, enabling the formal 
process of withdrawal to begin. 

All of this is set against a 
backdrop of the lowest unem-
ployment in 10 years, the UK 
being the fastest growing G7 
economy, the deficit cut by two 
thirds and Global businesses 
like Nissan and Google invest-
ing in the UK since the Refer-
endum to create even more jobs 
here.  

The UK’s strength will ensure 
that we can deal with the chal-
lenge ahead! 

EQUIPPING Fareham’s young 
people with skills and know-how is 
crucial to ensuring that they thrive 
in the workplace, build expertise 
and boost business. 

I am passionate about apprentice-
ships as a means of empowering the 
next generation and was delighted to 
hold my second Apprenticeships Fair 
in Ferneham Hall in January. 

Hundreds of school pupils, sixth 
formers and job-seekers attended the 
day event, kindly sponsored by Segen-
sworth-based manufacturers, Saab Seaeye. 

With over 30 organisations represented, 
covering the IT, engineering, aerospace, 
marine, health services, care, military, naval 
and charitable sectors, visitors met employ-
ers, apprentices and learnt more about train-
ing and jobs. 

Throughout the day, workshops were held 
at the Careers Hub on CV preparation, inter-

view skills and presentation. 
By the end of the whole day, some people 

even left with an offer of an interview! 
Suella said: 

“Thanks to all 
sponsors and 
companies who 
made the event 
possible.”

Hundreds flock to Ferneham Hall for 
Apprentice Fair 

FAREHAM CONSTITUENCY NEWS

CONTACT SUELLA

14 East Street
Fareham PO16 0BN
Tel: 01329 233 573
www.suellafernandes.co.uk

Surgery dates
I will hold surgeries at differ-
ent venues across Fareham.
Please call to arrange an ap-
pointment to meet me.

Keep up to date
To stay up to date with all of 
my recent visits and speech-
es in Parliament please sign 
up to my newsletter at www.
suellafernandes.co.uk/con-
tact

Arrange a tour
I am happy to arrange tours 
of the Palace of Westminster 
for groups of my constitu-
ents. 
To book please contact my 
office with a minimum of 
three months’ notice, as they 
are very popular.

A clear plan for 
Brexit and an 
economy that works 

Progress on Fareham Community Hospital
We need to use Fareham Community Hospital better. 

That’s why I set up The Fareham Community Hospital 
Taskforce (pictured) last year. 

The local CCG has now agreed to a pilot project which 
will enable the hospital to be used by more healthcare 
providers and will create a more centralised management 
system to help patients make better use of this valuable 
local asset. 

Office of National Statistics visit Parliament
I was delighted to welcome Fareham’s team from the Of-
fice of National Statistics to the Houses of Parliament. 

We had a good discussion on the impact of the Digital 
Economy Bill related to the work that the ONS does. 

Speaking up for Southern Rail commuters
The Southern Rail strikes have affected many rail com-
muters in Fareham. They are totally unacceptable, when 
there are no jobs at stake, no pay cuts and no safety impli-
cations of the new driver-operated doors. 

I raised the issue in Parliament with the Transport Secre-
tary, Chris Grayling,  who urged the Rail Unions to call off 
strikes and come back to the negotiating table.

Suella discusses the fair with Saab Seaeye apprentices 
Jack Burgess (left) and Zach Coates. 


