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CONSERVATIVES keeping our community

Almost England’s lowest district council tax – thanks to CONSERVATIVES

John Bryant: Fareham’s fitting farewell to an outstanding citizen 
TRIBUTES have poured in from far and 
wide for former Fareham Mayor Alderman 
John Bryant, a diligent and popular coun-
cillor who sadly died on April 4.
John, who gave 20 years’ selfless service to 

the Borough and County Councils, was hon-
oured with a civic funeral at St Peter’s and St 
Paul’s Church.
Fareham Council Leader Councillor Seán 

Woodward, who knew him for over 30 years, 
told a packed congregation: “John gave a tre-
mendous amount of service as a councillor on 
both authorities and his death was an enormous loss.”
John Bryant had been a lifelong Conservative, joining the 

Young Conservatives as a teenager.
He worked for the Ministry of Defence for 40 years before 

being elected to Hampshire County Council, first to repre-
sent Fareham NW Division in 1997 and then the enlarged 
Fareham Town Division from 2005 to 2013.

He also represented Fareham North Ward as 
a Borough Councillor from 1999 to 2016, only 
standing down when his health deteriorated. 
He served on most major committees at Bor-

ough and County levels and was involved with 
many  local organisations, schools and trusts.
Respected as a councillor and always ready 

to listen and help the people of Fareham, John 
and his wife, Councillor Pam Bryant, worked as 
a team. They set a record when they served 6 
consecutive civic years as first citizens, he as 
County Council Chairman in 2004, then as Fare-

ham’s Mayor in 2006-07 with Pam as Mayoress, she as 
Fareham Mayor in 2002-03 with John as her consort.
For his long and outstanding public service, for which he 

never sought rewards, John was awarded the title of Hon-
orary Alderman by both local authorities.
The InTouch team sends sincere condolences to Pam, 

Louise and their family.  

Council invests millions 
in re-birth of town centre

A MULTI-MILLION pound invest-
ment could transform Fareham 
town centre almost beyond recog-
nition over the next 20 years. 
Regeneration centred on West 

Street, Market Quay and opposite 
ends of town will establish a vibrant 
focus of culture, nightlife, leisure and 
new retail outlets.
Hundreds of jobs may be created, 

including 40 next year when the am-
bitious plan kicks off with completion 
of a 85-bed hotel above the Shop-
ping Centre for Premier Inn.
Market Quay would come alive at 

night with a new restaurant com-
plex; more shops, an arts centre, 
multi-storey car park and hundreds 
of homes should follow, while many 
buildings along West Street’s ‘gold-
en mile’ would be remodelled and be 
taller.
Council Leader Seán Woodward 

described it as ‘a sustainable vision’ 
that would turn the town centre into a 
modern 21st Century hub.
It doesn’t stop 

there. The tat-
ty area around 
Fareham Station 
would also be re-
developed with 
new shops, busi-
nesses and com-
munity facilities.
At the other end 

of town, Osborn 
Road multi-storey 
car park will be 
demolished and 

Lysses car park behind High Street 
would have residential development 
up to three-storeys high with private 
parking.
The Council would also build a cul-

tural and arts centre, a 600-space car 
park and 150 houses.
It would fund part of the scheme, 

but the rest would be financed by de-
velopers with FBC determining plan-
ning applications.

 INVESTMENTS REAP HIGH RETURNS
The hotel is a £8m invest-
ment in real estate by the 
Borough Council, which 
struck a deal with the Pre-
mier Inn chain.

It’s another prudent step 
by the Conservative Council 
as part of its commercial 
investment portfolio.

Current return on investments is about 7%, generating 
over £2m pa; every £60,000 of income equals about 1% off 
council tax.



FAREHAM celebrated 10 years as a Fairtrade 
Borough with a tasty array of snacks for tea 
and coffee break time. 

Councillors Pam Bryant and Louise Clubley 
were delighted to support the Fairtrade Group at 
their stall in Fareham Shopping Centre for the cel-
ebrations.
They were joined by former Mayor, Councillor 

Connie Hockley, and Council Leader Seán Wood-
ward.
The centrepiece of the stall was a tea set, sur-

rounded by delicious Fairtrade goodies, to illus-
trate the theme of this year’s annual Fairtrade 
Fortnight. ‘Put Fairtrade in your break’.
Group members were on hand to give out 

Fairtrade bananas, chocolate and other treats all 
kindly donated by the Co-op, and to explain to 

shoppers how choosing Fairtrade products gives 
us a delicious break while also breaking the cycle 
of poverty for rural communities in the developing 
world.
The Chairman of the Borough Fairtrade Group, 

Rachel Hicks, said: “Fairtrade is a really simple 
way to make a real difference to poor communities 
in the developing world. 
“By choosing products that bear the Fairtrade 

mark, you can be sure that your purchase will give 
those who produced it a fair price and a better life”.

PHOTO (l to r): Rachel Hicks, Louise Clubley, 
Connie Hockley, Seán Woodward, Pam Bryant, 
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COME AND JOIN US
If you support Conservative principles 
and would like to vote to select your 
Council and Parliamentary candidates, 
to attend social and political events 
or help us by delivering InTouch in 
your street, then why not join Fareham 
North Branch of Fareham Conservative 
Association? Please phone John or 
Pam Bryant on 01329 281427.

Fred Birkett 
22 Lynden Close
Fareham PO14 3AL
Tel: 07505 000 987
Email: fred.birkett@hants.gov.
uk

WE SERVE YOU ALL

Pam Bryant  
14 Highlands Road
Fareham PO16 7XL
Tel: 01329 281427
email: pbryant@fareham.
gov.uk

Whether you voted for us or not, your Conservative councillors promise the highest standards of service to everyone in 
the community. Contact us any time and we’ll respond personally within 48 hours.

Only a CONSERVATIVE COUNCIL can deliver the goods year after year                                      InTouch 32 InTouch                                                                                            

Peter Latham and Fred Birkett thank you 
for electing them to Hampshire County 
Council on May 4 with such tremendous 
majorities.  
“We will do our best to represent you 

whether you voted Conservative or not.  
“There are many challenges facing the 

County Council, especially financial and a 
top priority is to continue to deliver excellent 
services for one of the lowest council taxes 
in the country.

Councillors’ surgeries 
From September 9, Councillors Pam Bryant 
and Louise Clubley and County Council-
lors Peter Latham and Fred Birkett will  
hold monthly surgeries in the coffee shop 
at Fareham Leisure Centre on the second 
Saturday each month 10.00am to 11.30am.

New tennis courts
Progress at Park Lane Recreation Ground 
continues to make this area a vibrant part 
of Fareham North Ward. 
The tennis courts were refurbished in time 

for summer. 
Councillor Louise Clubley said a new path 

had been constructed towards the enclosed 
children’s play area from the new Leigh 
Road car park, making it more accessible. 

Fit Fred’s Marathon
It was worth all those hours of sweat, toil 
and training.
County Councillor Fred Birkett completed 

the London Marathon on St George’s Day 
and raised over £1,100 for local charities.
Fred, who trained 4 mornings a week plus 

weight training sessions, has split the money 
between the Highland’s Hub and MIND 
Fareham Wellbeing Centre.
He said the experience was fantastic, 

with huge encouragement from spectators. 

NEWS ROUND

Well-deserved honour for BettyTransport boss bows to protests

       Tasty snacks to celebrate   
       10 years of fair trading 

COMMUNITY Action Fareham has honoured 
a Fareham North resident as a special volun-
teer. 
Betty Richards, who celebrated her 90th birth-

day in May, is pictured after receiving the presti-
gious Les Ballard Memorial Award for outstand-
ing volunteering contributions.
Betty has volunteered for more than 50 years, 

and founded the Fareham Musical Society as 
well as the Fareham Macular Support Group.
Congratulations from the InTouch team and 

grateful thanks for the support and commitment 
Betty has given to the local community for the 
last half a century.

Plan pull-out mystery
A CONTROVERSIAL planning application was 
mysteriously withdrawn hours before it went be-
fore Fareham planners.
Officers had recommended refusal for Reside’s 

outline application for 27 dwellings on land north of 
Funtley as it failed to conform to several policies.
Fareham North Councillors Pam Bryant and Louise 

Clubley were due to support the 51 residents who had 
objected on grounds of the land sitting within the coun-
tryside and not being agreed Borough Council policy.
No reasons were given for the withdrawal.

A major £40m project to improve a notorious 
Fareham motorway bottleneck has been re-
vealed by highway bosses.
Highways England disclosed plans to transform 

Junction 10 of the M27 into a full junction as part 
of plans to ease congestion in the Fareham area.
It will be delivered by Highways England in part-

nership with Buckland Development, principal de-
velopers for the Welborne ‘garden village’ which 
it will serve.
Currently, traffic can only leave the motorway 

on the westbound carriageway and join it on the 
eastbound carriageway from the A32 Wickham 
Road.
But under the new plans, there would be a new 

eastbound off and westbound on slip road, which 
would divert exiting the motorway east towards 
Funtley on the A32.
The new junction will be situated on existing 

highway land which will allow direct access to the 
M27 from west Fareham and Welborne without 
having to travel onto the wider highway network.

SOUTHERN Domestic Abuse Ser-
vice provide services for victims in 
SE Hampshire, including Fareham. 
It includes accommodation and 

community-based services in Fareham 
in 2016-17.
The local refuge can take up to 22 

women and 21 children, providing a 
safe haven to rebuild their lives free 
from domestic abuse. 
SDA also has an outreach and 

resettlement team assisting adults in 
the community who have experienced 
domestic abuse. 
One-to-one support and group work-

shops also take place to help young 
people affected.
The charity, which has just celebrated 

40 years, launched a ‘Buy a Brick 
Campaign’ to raise funds to buy its 
own refuge in SE Hampshire, ensuring 
this vital facility continues.
Councillors Pam Bryant and Louise 

Clubley, pictured with Claire Lamborn, 
were pleased to donate to the appeal 
and give good quality pillows, duvets 
and towels.

––––––––––––––––––
Access All Areas
The popular summer play scheme will 
take place again this year at various 
locations and times across the Bor-
ough from July 27 to August 31.
All activities are free and open to 11 

to 16-year-olds who live in the Bor-
ough. 
For details and to register visit www.

fareham.gov.uk/aaa or call 01329 
236100.

£40m scheme to transform motorway J10

Domestic abuse 
refuge campaignTHE cabinet member for transport 

has agreed to remove the cross-
ing at Station Roundabout. 
It follows pressure from objec-

tors and County Councillors Peter 
Latham and Fred Birkett (pictured). 
It had been installed to mitigate the 

closure of the subway last year.  
When it reopened consideration 

was given to making the crossing permanent.  At the meeting Council-
lor Latham said the purpose of the extensive road works was to improve 
traffic flow. 
 A permanent crossing was an unnecessary expense and hindered traf-

fic flow rather that improve it.
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Suella
FERNANDES  MP for Fareham

4 InTouch with Westminster

Brexit in now underway and 
the UK is officially leaving the 
European Union. 

Parliament 
voted to trig-
ger Article 
50 in March, 
starting the 
process of 
withdrawal. 

The Queen’s 
Speech in 
June reflected the opportunity 
ahead for the UK and included: 

•A Repeal Bill to provide 
legal certainty as we leave. 
•An Immigration Bill giving 
us control over the number 
of people coming here from 
Europe. 
•A Trade Bill and a new Cus-
toms Bill to enable the UK to 
conduct its own independent 
Trade policy, helping British 
businesses trade with thriv-
ing global markets. 
•A Fisheries Bill and an Agri-
culture Bill so that we can 
make a success of Brexit.

I WAS DELIGHTED to receive 
the ringing endorsement from the 
voters of Fareham at the General 
Election. 

Serving in Parliament is an honour 
and I am grateful to all those who 
placed their trust in the Conserva-
tives to make Fareham and our coun-
try a better place to live.

Over 35,000 people voted Conser-
vative in Fareham – an increase of 
over 5,000 since 2015- consisting of 
63% of the vote which was the larg-
est share since 1935. 

Thank you to my wonderful team of 
volunteers who canvassed, delivered and 
helped at my events to make it possible. 

Particular thanks must go to Councillor 
Susan Bayford who acted as my Election 
Agent and Campaign Manager.

Nationally, we would have liked a better 
result. 

Now that a confidence and supply ar-
rangement has been reached with the 
DUP, we can all get behind Theresa May 
to lead our 
country through 
Brexit and the 
challenges 
ahead.

Record vote share for Conservatives in
General Election

FAREHAM CONSTITUENCY NEWS

CONTACT SUELLA

14 East Street
Fareham PO16 0BN
Tel: 01329 233 573 www.
suellafernandes.co.uk

Surgery dates
I will hold surgeries at 
different venues across 
Fareham.
Please call to arrange an 
appointment to meet me.

Keep up to date
To stay up to date with 
all of my recent visits and 
speeches in Parliament 
please sign up to my news-
letter at www.suellafer-
nandes.co.uk/contact

Arrange a tour
I am happy to arrange tours 
of the Palace of West-
minster for groups of my 
constituents. 
To book please contact my 
office with a minimum of 
three months’ notice, as 
they are very popular.

Brexit Bills will 
kick-start the EU
leaving process

Victory: Conservatives celebrate an historic win by 
Suella after the count at Ferneham Hall on June 8.

Fareham Community Hospital Taskforce update
I am pleased that local GPs, supported by the Clinical 
Commissioning Group, are planning to offer a Same Day 
Access Service at Fareham Community Hospital. 

This will involve GPs and nurses being available from 
8am to 8pm to see patients from across the Borough who 
need to help that day, alleviating the burden on other sur-
geries and meeting the local demand. 

Politics in the Pub
I was delighted to see so many local residents join me for a 
pint and a chat about politics at The Cormorant, Portchester. 

We discussed the General Election, young people, jobs and 
Brexit. To hear about my events, sign up to my newsletter by 
sending an email to suella@suellafernandes.co.uk

Digby Jones comes to Fareham
I run a network of small and medium sized businesses in our 
local area called the Solent Business Forum, ably assisted by 
Tim Geoghegan. 

Lord Digby Jones recently spoke to the Forum about how 
business can make the most of trade and investment oppor-
tunities. Drop me an email if you run a business in Fareham 
and want to come along.


